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SIR WILLIAM STANLEY brought himself to the. notice of Edward IV by fighting
for the Yorkist  cause  in 1459 at Bloreheath, and as a’ reward, was appointed
Chamberlain of Chester and sheriff of Flintshire in 1461.1 As a younger son of
Thomas, first Baron Stanley of Lathom, he had little prospect of inheriting
wealth and lands and thus decided to follow his elder brother, Thomas  (second
Baron Stanley and later first Earl of Derby) into the political and military arena.
Five years later he fought at Hexham  (1464) and, as a result, the lordship and
castle of Skipton were conferred upon him in November  1465  (these were
exchanged for those of Chirk in March 1475).2 In  1471, after joining Edward IV,
who had recently returned from  exile, he was made steward to the Prince of
Wales.  3  All his lands, rents and honours came from the king, however, and  Whglt
the king granted the king could  take  away. Consequently, in order to gain
security and  prestige,  he sought an advantageous marriage.

The first marriage of Sir William Stanley, to Joan Beaumont, daughter of
John, first  Viscount Beaumont, took  place sometime after 12 November 1465.  4
Joan was the widow of John, Lord Lovel, and the mother of the heir, Francis,
Lord Lovel, born in  1454. Thus  Sir William Stanley was step-father to  a  very
valuable twelve year old — although only briefly —— for Joan died in August  1466.
On his  mother’s  death Francis became a ward of the Earl of Warwick and Sir
William Stanley lost control of the  Love]  lands.’ The marriage was of short
duration and it IS unlikely that Joan bore him  a  child (although the dates indicate
that  she  could  have died in childbirth); there is no evidence to suggest that she did.

Sir William Stanley’s second marriage to Elizabeth Hopton, daughter  of
Thomas Hopton, who had been widowed twice before, took place sometime after
1470.‘ Elizabeth’s  first  husband, Sir Roger Corbett of Morton-Corbett,
Shropshire, had died in  1467  leaving one son, Richard, in the care of his mother.
Richard Corbett married the daughter of Walter Devereux, Lord Ferrets of
Chartley," who bore him a  son, Robert. Richard died on  6  December 1492 when
Robert, his  heir, was  ‘sixteen  and more’.‘ When Elizabeth herself died on 22 June
14989 Robert petitioned Henry VII for control of her estates, and a licence of
entry was granted on 10 December 1498.” Thus  Sir William Stanley gained
control of the considerable Corbett estates, with the exception of those belonging
to Richard Corbett, until his death in 1495. In September 1467, Elizabeth had
married her second husband, John Tiptoft, ‘the  Butcher’ Earl of Worcester
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THE  DESCENDENTS  0F SIR  WILLIAM STANLEY  0F  HOLT

Joan Beaumont  (l) m. Sir  William Stanley m. (2) Elizabeth  Hopton
b.  after 1435  d.  1495 d.l 498

William  m.  Joan Massey Joan  m.  John  Warbuljton  Catherine  m.  Thomas Cocat
I  of  Tatton I  of  Arley of  Holt

Joan m. (2) Sir  Randle  Brereton Warburtons of  Arley

Richard Geffrey m.  Alice Leycester Michael  Flower
dsp .  b.1935

Richard  m.  Dorothy Anne
dsp Egerton

(1427-1470) as his third wife. He had no surviving children so Elizabeth’s son
Edward, born on 14 July 1469, became Earl of Worcester on his father’s
execution on Tower Hill on 18 October 1470. After their marriage Elizabeth and
Sir William Stanley were jointly awarded guardianship of the infant Earl of
Worcester and his lands.“ This meant  that, at  last, Sir William had control of

wealth independent of the king.'2 This continued until 12 August  1485  when
Edward  died, aged sixteen, and the title  lapsed, the  estates passing to his father’s
sisters.” It could be argued  that  this event influenced Sir William Stanley’s
change of loyalties at the battle of Bosworth ten days later.

Richard III, on the death of Edward IV, had  sought  to secure the support of
Sir William Stanley by confirming him in the lordship of Bromfield and Yale
(which includes Holt and Ridley) in  December 1484, although  he had not given
them to anyone else in the  meantime, as well as many other lands and rents in the

Welsh Marches.“ Ridley, in  Cheshire, was where Sir William Stanley had  built
himself  a new  house, keeping Holt Castle  as his stronghold. The  house  at Ridley
was described by Leland in 1540 as  ‘the  fairest gentlemans house in all
Cheshire’. '5 It was a substantial building which was accidentally destroyed by fire
in 1700 leaving only a magnificent stone and brick gateway, now with the
Egerton arms above it.“ After Sir William Stanley’s execution in  1495  the land
and lordship of Ridley were granted to Ralph Egcrton.”

After changing sides at the battle of Bosworth on 22 August 1485, thus
helping Henry VII to the crown, Sir William  Stanley was rewarded by being
confirmed in his Welsh lands, as well as being made Chamberlain of the
household and Knight of the Garter.“ In fact, when  he was executed on 16
February 1495, it was reported that he was the wealthiest man in England."
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The  children  and  descendents  of Sir  William Stanley
Elizabeth  Hopton  bore Sir William Stanley three children, a son, William

and two daughters, Joan and Catherine.”
William Stanley was born after  1471, and while not taking part in the battle

of Bosworth, he was old  enough  in  March 1489  to succeed his father as sheriff of
Cheshire. This office had been granted to Sir William Stanley for life on 26
February 1466. He also succeeded his father as Chamberlain of Cheshire, an
office which father and son held continuously from  1461  to  1494.  The
constableships of Flint and Ruddlan Castles had been granted to Sir William
Stanley on 19 November  1489  with the promise that his son would obtain the
later, while on the same day, William had been appointed sheriff of Flint for life.21

However, none of these offices seem to have survived the attaindet on Sir
William Stanley, as Henry VII acquired the lands of  those  under attainder.22
Before  Sir William Stanley’s  execution, for  treason, on 16 February 1495,‘Henry
VII had appointed  a  commission, on  8  February 1495, under Arthur, Prince of
Wales, ‘to enquire of the lands and possessions in North Wales and the marches
thereof, and the counties of Chester, Flint and  Salop of William  Stanley, knight
and to  take  charge of the  same’ and these were  kept  in the  king’s  hands.23

William married Joan, the daughter and heiress of Geoffrey Massey of
Tatton in  Cheshire, who bore him  a  daughter, also  called Joan, in  1493.  After his
father’s execution William, having lost all his offices, was relegated to the status
of a minor country gentleman.“ He died in  1498, the same year as his mother. His
widow Joan, married twice more but she had no son, and on her  death, in 1511,.
the  Tatton  estates passed to William Stanley’s daughter J can.25

This daughter married twice, first, at the age of eight, to John Ashton of
Ashton-super-Mersey in Cheshire, who died childless in 1513, secondly Sir
Randle Brereton of  Malpas  in Cheshire. In. 1570 Joan died aged seventy-seven
years. Her eldest  son, Richard Brereton, died childless and the inheritance passed
to the second son, Geffrey, who married Alice, daughter of Piers Leycester of
Nether Tabley, in 1551.  They had two children, of whom the  son, Richard,
inheritated the  Tatton  estates in 1565. Richard married Dorothy, daughter of Sir
Richard Egerton of Ridley, and when he died childless on 18 December 1598, the
direct line of descent from Sir William  Stanley’s son had ended.”5

Sir William  Stanley’s  daughter, Joan, married Sir John Warburton, the son
and heir of Piers Warburton of Arley in  Cheshire  in  1487.27 As thé Warburtons
were a long established Cheshire family this was an advantageous marriage for
both parties. Piers Warburton had taken service with Sir William Stanley in
14612“ and by the time of the marriage had  long been a friend, to the extent of
building a new house at Arley in emulation of the house Sir William Stanley had
built at Ridley.” Part of the marriage contract between John Warburton and
Joan Stanley covenanted ‘to settle Sutton  Hall  etc.  on William, son of the same
Sir William, for the use of Joanna (Joan) for life’.” On her death it was to revert to
the Warburton family.

John Warburton succeeded his father in  1495  to the Warburton estates and
also  to the seneschalship of Halton (an office he held for life). Henry VII also
appointed him sheriff of Cheshire. After being knighted in  1504  he was again
appointed sheriff andrin 1506 this appointment was confirmed for life.”l

John Warburton and Joan Stanley had many children and the line of
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Warburtons of Arley descended without a break until 1813 when Sir Peter
Warburton died without an heir and the estates  passed  to his  sister  Emma.
Emma’s daughter and heir married Rowland Egerton who  took  the name
Egerton Warburton and this family continued at Arley until the death of John
Warburton in 1915.32 His daughter, and heir, Elizabeth married the Hon.
Desmond Flower, tenth  Viscount Ashbrook, in 1934. Their son, Michael Flower,
is the present owner of Arley.33 Thus  the Flowers are direct descendents of Sir
William Stanley through the female line.  They can also claim descent from Sir
William Stanley’s elder brother, Thomas, first Earl of Derby, as Sir Peter
Warburton (died 1776) married Elizabeth, eldest daughter of the  eleventh  Earl of
Derby.“

The only available information  about  Sir William  Stanley’s  second
daughter, Catherine, is that she married Thomas Cocat of Holt.35

Sir William Stanley married each of his wives when his political fortunes
appeared secure. As a younger son his financial fortunes depended on either
preferment from the king, or a  ‘good’ marriage.  Both  his wives were the widows
of landed men with dower lands which they had kept in their own hands after
their  husbands’ deaths. They were  also  the mothers of the heirs. As  a result  Sir
William  Stanley, through his wives, controlled their fortunes. His first marriage
was unfortunately brief, but his second lasted until his death and, through his
wife, he had resources independently of the king, a situation which would allow
him a certain freedom of action. Sir William Stanley built himself a gentleman’s
residence in his adoptive county where  his powerbase was. He married his son to
a local heiress and his daughter to the heir of an old friend. Although Sir William
Stanley was unable to furnish his children with an inheritance, as the wealth
conferred by the king was taken at his attainder, and as his wife’s wealth was not
her own, he enabled his children to  make good  marriages to the local gentry
whose descendents are still enjoying their position  today.
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